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UPCOMING
Events

September 2
NO SCHOOL

September 20
Substitute Teacher
Training 9:30 am

September 23
Back to School Picnic
5:30 pm

September 25
Montessori Basics 6:3
pm

Speech, Language, &

Hearing Screening 9 aMne opportunity to take one turn walking around]
the sun. Nineteen of the class's 23 children cho
to participate while everyone watched and said &8

October 1
Parent Infant Orienta-
tion 6:30 pm

October 4
Parent Infant Orienta-
tion at 6:30 pm

October 9
Bringing Montessori
Home 6:30 pm

October 16
Speech & Hearing
Screening

October 2425
NO SCHOOL

October 24
PareniTeacher Confer
ences

October 25
Staff Training Day

tessori 6s |

where Dr. Montessori was born, one friend who

-~ Montessori Mirror

A PUBLICATION OF THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL OF GREATER LAFAYETTE

Happy Birthday, Dr. Maria Montessori!

By: Heather Harvey

Saturday, August 31 was Maria Montessori's 143rd birth-
day.The Italian physician, educatencial entreprenepand
creator of the educational philosophy on which our school is
based, was born August 31, 187CCiniaravalle, Italy She

opened her first Children's HouSéje Casa de Bambirin

Rome in 1907. She died in the Netherlands in 1952 at the age
of 82.

On Friday the Willow class, led bgelly Salleeand assistant
Eunsuk Hapcelebrated Dr. Montessori's birthday by eating
threecheese tortellini pasta with marinara sauce for snack.

L Then they had a birthday walk celebration at the end of class.
During the Montessori birthday walk, a rug is placed on the
floor with a candle at the center that represents the sun. A child
holds a globe and walks around the rug. Each trip around the

"sun" represents one year of the child's life.

For Dr. Montessori's birthday walk, each child

names of the seasons out loud.

Miss Kelly had presented the story of Maria Mo
ife on the
Friday if anyone could remember the country

had lived in Italy was quick to share the answer

Later, when Kelly asked if anyone could reme o T
Montessori birthday walk celebration in Willow class.

(story continued on page 6)
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http://www.pbs.org/opb/thenewheroes/whatis/whatis_ss_4.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiaravalle,_Marche
http://vibrantwanderings.com/2012/02/visiting-montessoris-first-casa-dei-bambini.html
http://www.msgl.org/OurSchool/OurStaff/PreprimaryKindergarten/KellySalleePreprimaryLeadTeacher/tabid/87/Default.aspx
http://www.msgl.org/OurSchool/OurStaff/PreprimaryKindergarten/EunsukHanPreprimaryAssistantTeacher/tabid/99/Default.aspx

Letter from the Executive Director

Welcome! | hope your child/children have settled back into the classroom routine. After a hectic few weeks
all the teachers seem to have things under control. The beginning of the year is always tough for the toddler
and their teachers. Teachers have to establish safety rules while comforting children and wiping tears.

Summer months have been mild and beautiful but just when all the students returned to school we were hit
with ninety degree temperatures. We are thankful for all the trees on our property to provide shaded spots ir
the playground.

On September 25 MSGL will have a Montessori Basics class for parents in the evening. Please sign up to a
tend; this class is designed to introduce parents to the Montessori philosophy, areas in the classroom and m
rials associated with each area. You will hear your child mention items they are working with so it is good to
be informed about those activities. New families benefit immensely from this class. Some of you have al-
ready signed up to attend M Basics at the orientation.

A very big thank you to all the families who came out on parent work day to help with clean up, set up and
spread mulch on all the play areas. Children should be safer as they use the monkey bars, slides and other
equipments.

MSGL is in the process of t@&ccreditation through the American Montessori Sodity.//
www.amshq.org/SchodResources/AMSSchootAccreditation.aspx Teachers, staff, par:?
ents and board members are working on the documents.

Preprimary and elementary specials, yoga, setaide (learning letter sounds), music, &
and Spanish language (KG &Elem.) will start after Labor Day, have a great weekend

Suman

Back to School Picnic

Mark your calendars:
e , Monday, September 23

~ IR MSGL will be celebrating the be-
ginning of our 41st year as a school
with a Backto-School Picnic.

Weekly Classroom Updates on MSGL Website

Don't forget to check your classoom webpage(s) on the MSGL website (www.msgl.org). The teachers have been busy blogging
weekly and adding pictures and vidoes of what has been happening in the classroom. In order to view the classroom yeebpage(s)
must use the assigned login and password that was mailed to you in your class assignment and orientation letter.aBtteese cont
office if you have problems accessing your account.


http://www.amshq.org/School-Resources/AMS-School-Accreditation.aspx
http://www.amshq.org/School-Resources/AMS-School-Accreditation.aspx

Parking Lot safety:

MSGL wishes to foster a safe and re-
spectful environment for everyone. We
have a lot of cars and kids coming
through the parking lot every dapur
parking lot is small and can get tightly
packed. Please follow the parking lot
rules and drive safely through our park-
ing space.

Thank you for doing your part to
keep MSGL a safe and efficient
school!

1 Stay to the right as you enter the
main parking lot

SLOW DOWN

1 Do not cross the double yellow
line

1 Watch for and yield to pedestrians
in the crosswalk

1 The speed limit in the parking lot
is 5 miles per hour

1 Watch out for children, parents, or
strollers coming from behind parked
cars

1 Do not drive through designated
parking spaces

1 The pattern in the main parking
lot is counterclockwise

1 Parkin designated parking spaces

9 If dropping off at the elementary
house, stay as far out of the traffic pat-
tern as possible
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Playground Guidelines

We have school rules regarding the
playground that we hope you will en-
force when your children are under your
care and playing on school grounds.
These rules
are intended
to keep our
environment
safe, clean,
and promote
respect and
responsibil-
ity to our
playground
as well as to
others.

1 Do not climb the trees

1 Please walk up the stairs

1 Climb up stairs and slide down slide
1 Use chalk on sidewalks or court
only

1 Woodchips stay on the ground

91 Trikes stay on sidewalks and are
stored in the shed

9 Balls stay on the basketball court
and are stored in the shed

1 Flowers are for looking at, touching,
and smelling. No picking!

1 Logs, stumps, and wood cookies
need to stay on the grass under the wil-
low tree

1 No gum on the playground

1 If enjoying snacks while on the
playground, please:
§ Have children sit on benches or
curb until finished eating

Throw away all trash in large
trash barrels

8 Pick up and throw away large
crumbs so
pick it up and eat it

Only adults may open gates. Please

discourage children from climbing

on gates to unlatch them.

1 No climbing on the fences

Thanks for your cooperation in
making our playground safe!

Speech and Hearing Test: Sept. 25 and Oct. 16

The Purdue University Depart-
ment of Speech, Language, and

Hearing Sciences have scheduled

two days of Speech and Hearing

Screening with us. These tests are

for children ages-5. If you are
interested in having your child
tested, please return the permis-
sion slip andsend a check for
$7.00 payable to Purdue Uni-

versity by Friday, September 20
to the MSGL office.

Testing dates ard/ednesday,
Sept. 25andWednesday, Oct.
16from 8:45 am to 12:00 pm
Mornings students will be es-
corted to and from their class-
rooms by the evaluators, so par-
ents do not need to stay for the

testing. If your student is enrolled
in the afternoon program and you
are interested in this evaluation,
please schedule an evaluation
time with the Office staff. Evalua-
tions can be schedule on either
testing day between 8:45 am to
11:30 am.

Thank you!
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EventLinkis a service that allows you to receive emergency alerts and reminders for events directly from MSGL. The
system gives you total control over which reminders you receive, and when and how you receive them.

MSGL going to be a part of this wonderful service for the 203 3chool yearPlease sigiup to receive reminders for
the many activities going on throughout MSGLhese reminders can be sent to your email, phone via text or WAt
will also be usindgeventLinkto help notify parents of emergency closings (e.g. snow closihgu@delay, early dis-
missal, etc.)MSGL always posts any closing or delays on WLFI but this will be an immediate way of getting that infor-
mation. Since we are fortunate to have this service, we will not be sending out all school emails with emergency

~

alerts. We will useEventLink. | t 6s a compl etely FREE service for piare

CLICK the link below to sign up!

T o .
https://www.eventlink.com/new_user_signup.php __l_j i; e i It | || | I li

For the latest news, happenings, and general Montessori fun, jo

us on facebook at
www.facebook.com/MSGL72

MSGL School Bags

MSGL provides bags for new students at the entry of every year.

Please let the office staff know if your child did not receive a school bag. Or if you would like
to purchase ($10) a new bag for your child. Thank you!

Substitute Teacher Training: Sept. 21 at 9:30 am

MSGL requires that new substitutes  in the classroom. this training session, you are not obli-
attend the substitute teacher training ses- Please contact the office if you wish  gated to attend. Please look over your
sion taught by Suman, executive direc- to attend this session and be a part of ourtimes/availability to make sure what we
tor, at two different times oRriday, wonderful substitute teachers. have is accurate.

September 21 at 9:30 am This will If you are currently a substitute
give you an overview of what to expect teacher and have already participated

Montessori Basics Workshop: September 25, 68pm

Every year, MSGL offers classes for sori are required to attend. Returning

parents of MSGL students. These parents who would like to learn more

classes, or workshops, educate the par- are equally welcome. All parents who are new
ent on what a Montessori schoolis and  The workshop will be offered on to Montessori are
how it differs from the more Wednesday, September 25 from 6:30 required to attend.

Aitraditional 06 appr gRisdpm Teachers ex-
plain the room setips (rooms are or-

ganized into several curriculum areas) . . Sian-up in Office
and how children acquire skills in these children 2+ years. Please register you 9 P )

different areas. Actual activities are at the office beforehand. )
explained and demonstrated. We look forward to seeing you there!

Free childcare will be available for

All parents who are new to Montes-



For%20the%20lastest%20news%20and%20happenings,%20join%20us%20on%20facebook%20at%20http:/www.facebook.com/#!/
https://www.eventlink.com/new_user_signup_activate.php
https://www.eventlink.com/public/index.php
https://www.eventlink.com/new_user_signup_activate.php
https://www.eventlink.com/new_user_signup.php
https://www.eventlink.com/public/index.php

River Birch Class News

Dear River Birch Families, alone. How might we ask someone
if we can play with them? They de-
There are over 100 photospostedc i de t o say fYes,
on our classroomaswBmugsMugNeDt
taken during our first week of how to respond.
school. Since the 4 years olds have Uy g*.;;-,-’-ié 5
had only a few days of school, thefigen there is all of the other work / T
e
are not as many phot to do. Many of our o /
of them. Not to worry friends have been work- le %4 :
since there will be _.. Ing with numerals and  together at length raking a big pile
many, many more g there quantities. Some of leaves. They worked silently for
days and photos to fo friends are practicing  some time. When it was time to put
low. Please see me ol ©. writing their names or  rakes away and go inside, they be-
Lena in the office if = dictating stories. Some gan throwing the leaves joyfully
you have any ques- - have been working with into the air! No one had thrown any
tions regarding log- - their sounds or reading leaves until this time. This was a
ging into this pass- books. Most have been silent agreement made between the
word protected site. > learning to prepare and group. It was a celebration enjoyed
clean up snack. Everyon¢ogether!
The children have been working is changing their shoes and experi-
hard and learning well. Our objec-menting with large motor skills ~ We love observing the children
tive this month is to set the tone foclimbing, riding bikes and running!coming together as a community in
a safe and peaceful school experi-This is just week one and a small this very special way. We plan to
ence. We want the children to feelfraction of what the kids have beehave this type of community and

safe and special and to join togethearning. positivity permeate our year to-
as a peaceful community. Her eds a gether.

sampling of what we have been d@ur schedule will ™. %" @ . )

ing. now include 30 min- = = Wi 5e. TS .. Thanks for all of your sup-

utes of Yoga on ..
We begin by | eafoesdagdel -
name during community time.Wel 0. On Tu ¢
begin by discussing whatitmeansFr i day o0 s
to be a part of a community. How to work in the garder
to raise a hand to share ideas andand will stay outsid
how listen when someone is speak little longer. On
ing. We talk about our handsandWe d nes day
how they are for helping and not férave sound table
hurting. We talk about saying where every other
AStop! o or A NOO weekyow chidevil Imaee the ep- | August's classroom objective from
hurting us. We point out our role portunity to work one on one with  |"A Guide for the Montessori Class-
models. These are the big kids whGhloe learning their letter sounds. |r°°m" by Gini Newcomb.

have the big job of helping all the Look for your child to bring these
other children. We learn how to  sound table books so you may shar

' port.

8 Tdhanks for washing our

S\ laundry, bringing us snack
= amahlibrary books.

" Looking forward to a great
year together,
Angie and Somdatta

|"To develop in the child a greater
“awareness and understanding of hisjor

discuss whatit meanstobe alivindde d nesday ds we wilfolthe chilb t€egpandhis onierSvor|d
thing. Bunny needs care, the fish with Pam at 9:30. and experience a sense of community
and plants. We are figuring out how in the classroom. To gain a sense of

caring for our classroom and every-

to work together and how to work Today many of the children worked thing in it.”

5



(continued) Happy Birthday, Maria Montessori!

ber the name of the person whose birthdayc i ence (seasons, Bethert Thedwork ¢ao he muoch lyarderr o u n ¢
they were celebrating, no one could quitethe sun, lighting a candle), and languagewhen there are two hungry children but

recall. But when she reminded them that (Montessori, biscotti). But those academionly one empty chair at the snack table.

the person's name was the same as the concepts are rarely the focus of any activi-

name of our school, many children calledties in our Montessori preschool classes.

out "Montessori!" in unison. They are actually thimdirect aims.

They all sang Happy Birthday and extin-

guished the "sun" then Miss Kelly and  Thedirectaims of this experience include:

Miss Eunsuk served each child a chocoldte 3 sense of sefonfidence

-chip biscotti. Biscotti are twicbaked | 4 sense of order, concentration, coor-

biscuits orlglngtlng from the Italian C|ty Ofdination, and independence

Prato. The children were asked to wait |
until everyone had a biscotti before eatin(?.
One child said thank you when Kelly

served him his treat which prompted othd?ace -
children to say thank you, too. Another | an awareness of our relationship to  Montessori observed that children need

child pointed out that one friend was eatifi#§e o and Wa”tl to solve these sorts of day to
before her turn. fWeawarenessothegliyersityobhpman n gay poblems.
Kelly responded. Finally, Miss Kelly told cultures

them, "You may all eat because you are all ] ]
served." Much crunching ensued. These aims promote an understandingofi Such probl ems abound

Miss Kelly explains why the Willowclasso nesel f and of one @giedteesiden gréabpledsird ty face i t F
celebrates Montessori's birthday each yeH}e social order of the communityhe  them. They feel irritated if we intervene,
heart of a Montessotiased preschoolcurand find a way i f | eft

AThis provides a cﬁ'cét'lﬁnbe for the children to
see how a traditional Montessori Birthda
Celebration is done in the class-

room. During Dr. Montessori's Birthday

a sense of compassion
an awareness of our relationship to

X/Vaiting for 22 friends to have a turn be- Montessori explained that when a teacher
fore him can be challenging for ay@ar  intervenes, his or her solution usually dif-
Celebration, each child who is interested,OId_Who is new to preschool. And waitingfers from that of the children and can dis-
gets a chance to walk around the sun ho olitely for_ everyone to be served a treat rupt the harmony of the group.
ing the earth and passing through each efore taking a bite of the treat on the nap- . . .
season.We start with the season of sum-Kin in front of him might be downright From their experiences another virtue
mer because that is the season that Mari possible At flrst..But ch|Idren_ have hun-d_evelops in th_e chll_dren: the \_/|rtue_of pa-
Montessori was bornAfter the tradition reds of opportunities to practice gnd tience, which is a km_d (_)f _d_emal of im-
of walking around the sun holding the eventgally master the_se skills during threpulses b_y means of |nh|p|t|0n. So _the char-
earth, we sing "Happy Birthday"to her anyearsina Molntessorl preschool commu-acter traits that we call virtues spring up
enjoy a common sweet from her birth nity that is built on a foundatlon (_)f mqtualspontangously. We cannot teach this k|nq
respect.As Dr. Montessori describes in  of morality to children of three, but experi-

country of Italy. This is a very special and : N
fun celebration for the Willow Classroom her bookThe Absorbent Mind ence can.o

each year. o
"And since this happens every hour of th(lezven 61 years after her death the world

It is also an academic experience that in-day for years, the idea of respecting oth—iglrl]trr?gsggrl]zse; ?r:.e'\ﬂzgﬁhMa%rge\;;girLS
troduces the children to potentially new ers, and of waiting one's turn, becomes 9

arn. . . ;
. . . ; of its children and, ultimately, all of hu-
concepts in ggography (Italy, EuroEE), habitual part of life which alyvays grows manity, Her understandi at adults
- more mature. o0 She c¢onrtin CJ et

‘ . should be watchful, fespectful, patient, and

does not rest on personal wishes, butona_ " )

S o . nortjudgemental towards young children

combination of activities which have to be ; .
harmonized.” and their natural desire to learn has been

passed from generation to generation,
crossed borders, and is alive and well here

This harmony comes about not from the in central Indiana. How exciting! It seems

teacher demanding everyone be patient {19 that her birthday is the first celebra-

get along, but from the teacher preparing!!on f our school year.

an environment where the children are fre% . . .
to work together to accomplish common The Absorbent Minty Maria Montessori

goals. The work might be easy when tWOis available for checbut in the MSGL

friends want to build the red rod maze to/€nding library.

A child waits for everyone to be served
before eating.


http://www.amazon.com/The-Absorbent-Mind-Maria-Montessori/dp/0805041567/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1377990183&sr=8-1&keywords=maria+montessori+the+absorbent+mind

